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               The idea for our topic came from our group conversations about topics that we would 

be interested in researching. We have always been intrigued by Russia, because of its size and 

unique history, which is largely untaught. One day, as we were driving by the Russian Art 

museum, we decided that our topic would be the October Revolution of 1917. 

               To conduct our research, we returned to Wilson Library and were able to check out 

many books that we had found when visiting with the school. We found three books written by 

Leon Trotsky, and a couple journals from the time period as Primary sources. Most of our 

resources came by way of book. Another important source was an interview we conducted with 

Peter Weisensel, a Professor of Russian history at Macalester College. The interview gave us 

insight into the motives of Lenin and the tactics of the Bolshevik party, as well as explaining to 

us the sequence of events that preceded the actual takeover. 

               Our understanding of the topic has expanded through the research we conducted. As we 

read the various books and sources, we began to understand the severity of the situation the 

Russians were in and why they supported such a radical government. We went from knowing 

little to nothing about the October Revolution in Russia to becoming experts. Our understanding 

grew on how these events led to the creation of the Soviet Union, and subsequently many more 

rights being taken away from the people that were under communist rule. 

               We chose to do a website because we felt it was the most effective medium to display 

our ideas and information. It was convenient to have everyone be able to work on it from 

separate places, and we learned the skills of embedding files and pictures, creating templates, 



and generally navigating Weebly. The website was out together periodically, moving from the 

text of the thesis to the four other pages that we deemed significant. 

               Our topic ties into the theme Rights and Responsibilities because of both the rights that 

people exercised in overthrowing a government, and also the rights of so many people that the 

communist regime eventually took away. The people of Russia felt that the government had the 

responsibility to be for the people. Through the Bolsheviks and Soviets, the workers and peasants 

felt they were attaining their right to rule themselves.  

               The topic of the October Revolution is important in the sense that if it had not occurred, 

there would be no exposure to communism as a form of governance. The Soviet Union may 

never have formed and ruled over much of the European continent. The communist regime 

became a military power in the world and there still exists tension today.  
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